Editor’s Note: Duets is a new series

where lead author Peter Konjoian will d U e_t S
partner with a fellow industry leader
every other month to deliver insights

in a conversation-style piece.

BY PETER KONJOIAN AND JUDY MCWHORTER

Greenhouse and Nursery
Sanitation: An Obsessive
Compulsive Commitment

ho among us suffers from obsessive compulsive
disorder (OCD)? I do. My hand tools are arranged by
size in dedicated tool drawers. The two switches of a
three-way light circuit (top and bottom of stairs) both need to
be pointing down when the light is off (shoot me an email after
you think about that one). And don’t get me started on how to
handle a half-used tube of toothpaste.
Considering sanitation practices around greenhouses and
nurseries, we repeatedly hear from plant pathologists that,
in so many words, being obsessive and compulsive is
precisely the set of skills required to succeed. But instead
of submitting to the stigma of a “disorder,” why not describe

it more inclusively as a commitment? We should take pride in Peter Konjoian is president of Konjoian’s Horticulture Education Service.
practicing an obsessive compulsive commitment (OCC, you Inc. His career spans four decades as a commercial grower, researcher ant
heard it here first) to sanitation in our greenhouses consultant. Judy McWhorter is national sales manager of Pace49 Inc.
and nurseries. Konjoian can be reached at peterkfes@comcast.net.

Joining me is Judy McWhorter from Pace 49. Judy has served
our industry for many years with a focus on greenhouse

and nursery sanitation, irrigation water enhancement and crop quality. But I observe too many trying to strike these
surfactant use. I've been working on a project with her “three birds” with a single stone. More often than not the
and Pace 49 for two years investigating a new generation easiest and/or cheapest approach will not address all three
quaternary ammonium product containing the active ingredient weas effectively.
DDAC. We've been researching its use in irrigation systems for
algae, biofilm and plant pathogen control. Peter: So we as educators need to do a better job is what I'm
hearing. If too many growers are looking for the easy solution, a
Peter: Judy, our work together involves microbial “magic bullet,” then we need to improve both the message and
contamination in various settings and situations. Please explain the messengers’ approach.
the challenge growers face regarding these microbes and how
they affect crop production. J Judy: Yes, both concerns, debunking the magic bullet
approach and explaining the differences between the three
Judy: Peter, in order to answer this question, we first have target areas (hard surfaces, irrigation lines and recirculating
to distinguish between hard surfaces, irrigation lines and water) must be addressed before I can talk about which product
irrigation water enhancement. Is our focus algae control to use in which area. Additionally, I emphasize that a continuous
on concrete floors, flood tray surfaces and greenhouse effort aimed at prevention reduces the overall cost of the
sidewalls? Is it biofilm growth inside irrigation lines reducing sanitation practices about to be discussed. Your obsessive
water flow and providing algae a safe haven? Is it plant @mpulsive commitment statement is spot on in this regard.
pathogens being spread throughout an operation via its
recirculating irrigation system? Peter: Okay, understanding these three distinct targets lays
Growers understand that all three of these areas must be a foundation for us. Let’s add another layer of complexity,
@rgeted when it comes to microbial contamination and one that you have brought to my attention. You routinely visit
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