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ONE PRODUCT, MULTIPLE BENEFITS

George Didden Greenhouses relies on Pace 49's
KleenGrow for clean production.

s any experienced grower, Tom Brown, director

of growing for George Didden Greenhouses in

Hatfield, Pennsylvania, has one product that he
wouldn’t want to be without. For him, that’s Pace Kleen-
Grow™ from Pace 49, Inc. This one-stop-shop product
provides safe and effective broad-spectrum control of plant
pathogens on greenhouse plants, as well as disease and algae
control in irrigation water and on hard surfaces. For Tom
Brown, it’s been a game changer.

Brown discovered Pace 49 products about seven years
ago, when his trusted Griflin Greenhouse Supplies sales
rep moved to Pace 49 and began raving about its products.
Trusting and respecting his friend’s knowledge, Brown didn’t
hesitate to give it a try. “One of the first trials was with algae
on the greenhouse walls,” explains Brown. “I sprayed some
with a peroxide product and some with KleenGrow. Both
products killed the algae, but the algae came back within two
weeks of the peroxide treated wall. The algae on the Kleen-
Grow wall stayed away for five to six weeks. ‘This was very
exciting for me because | do not like seeing algae,”

Greenhouse sanitation was just the beginning. From there,
Didden Greenhouses started using it for sanitation of their
floors between crops. They are now using it to sanitize their
water holding tanks and perform an annual treatment of the
irrigation lines. The biggest added benefit observed is the
residual aspect of KleenGrow, which prolongs the efficacy of
the product and results in fewer treatments per year, therefore
providing labor and cost savings. Another added benefit is
that there seems to be no resistance to the product. Plus, it is
extremely easy to use.

KleenGrow’s “superpowers” are not just limited to hard-
goods in the greenhouse. It's equally powerful when applied
directly to crops. George Didden Greenhouses uses it on a
multitude of crops with varying application methods. One
such use is for the control of algae on the soil surface in long-
term crops like Dracaena, and with less algae present, fungus
gnats are significantly reduced. Since growing a clean crop
requires a clean start, KleenGrow is indispensable in propaga-
tion. “We are currently doing a once-per-week sprench at a
lower rate over all the unrooted cuttings,” explains Brown.
“Disease is virtually non-existent. We also dip all bulbs in
KleenGrow before planting, which has resulted in a huge
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benefit for us. For several years in a row, we were battling
‘Irichoderma in tulips. We have not seen any Trichoderma
since we started the KleenGrow dips. We now dip all the bulbs
— tulips, daffodils, hyacinths — into the KleenGrow solution
and have eliminated the typical fungicide drench we used to
apply after they were planted. We see no disease issues with our
bulb crops throughout the crop cycle.” Lastly, Brown points to
the use of KleenGrow on poinsettias. A sprench application of
the cuttings immediately after sticking has eliminated Erwinia
in the poinsettia crops. It also acts as a wetting agent to spread
out the mist droplets on the leaves.

When asked if he was surprised by the benefits of KleenGrow,
Brown doesn’t hesitate. “What surprised me is how versatile
it is. We are using it for sanitation, killing unsightly algae,
disinfecting tools, foliar disease control and root diseases. And it
is definitely more cost effective than what we used previously.”
So, what’s next for Brown and KleenGrow? “For the past several
years we have been using KleenGrow in rotation for foliar
diseases (Botrytis, powdcry mildew, downy mildew, leafspots,
etc.). We are now trying it as fungicide drench for any root rots
such as Pythium, Fusarium, etc. If the drenching trial works out,
a KleenGrow drench at the high rate will be almost 10 times

cheaper than our current go-to fungicide drench.”

More information on all Pace 49 products and
easy-to-use directions are available on their

website at www.paceh9.com, or by contacting
your regional Pace49 rep.
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