From Research to Practice: A Clean Road to Success

When Dr. Michael Alden, PhD, left

the world of academia and traded it

for a pair of work boots and a job in
commercial nursery and greenhouse
production, he brought with him the
critical thinking and analytical mind
honed through his education and
implemented them into hands-on
horticulture. With a PhD in Plant and
Environmental Sciences from Clemson
University, Alden isn't swayed by flashy
ads or suave sales reps; he relies on facts
and proven performance of products. He
also knows how dangerous it is to accept
the defeated attitude of, “well, that’s the
way we've always done it” This openness
to improve current production protocols
is what brought him to Pace Plant
Health products.

Dr. Alden currently is the Culture
Research Manager for PanAmerican
Seed, but it was in his previous role

as Plant Health Manager at Everde
Growers’ facility in Forest Grove,
Oregon that he was introduced to Pace
products.

With 600 acres of containerized and
field-grown production area and

130 employees during peak season,
overseeing plant health is no small feat.
Optimized plant health protocols and
reliable, effective products are a must.

So, when Dr. Alden was introduced to
Joe Kupillas, Western Territory Manager
for Pace Plant Health, he was willing to
give new products a try that promised
improved efficacy and lower costs
compared to alternatives.

“My initial conversations with Joe
focused on replacing chlorine dioxide
with Uptake PRO for treating water used
in propagation,” explains Alden. “Our
conversations expanded to replacing
surfactants with Uptake PRO when
making pesticide spray applications,
and we switched to using Strip It PRO
and Kleengrow when disinfecting
surfaces, cold frames, etc.,” Alden
continues. When asked what stood out
as a difference once he integrated the
Pace DDAC into his IPM program,
Alden is quick to point to several areas
of production where Pace products
improved conditions:

1. In propagation he noticed cleaner
surfaces under mist. Also, mist
nozzles are no longer clogged. He
observed reduced algae growth on
substrate, which reduced issues with
fungus gnats and shore flies. Uptake
PRO is injected in the water for both
overhead mist and hand watering.

2. In planting and transplanting - or
“canning” in the nursery business —
Uptake PRO functioned as a short-
term wetting agent. “This one was
huge for us because my irrigation
team had a difficult time re-wetting
the substrate if it dried down, which
contributed to overwatering. Now my
team can confidently let plants dry
down to promote root growth,” Alden
explains. It is a key step during the
substrate blending process.

3. Crop and worker safety were
significantly improved, as Dr.
Alden observed no issues with crop
phytotoxicity, and worker safety
vastly improved by replacing chlorine
dioxide with Pace Plant Health
products.

4. Last but not least, cost savings were
significant. Pace products incurred
substantially lower cost than previous
products when used for both
propagation water treatment and
pesticide spray applications.

Dr. Alden is keenly aware of the
importance of clean growing areas for
disease control and prevention. He uses
Strip-it PRO followed by KleenGrow for
greenhouse surface disinfection between
crop cycles. He also relies on Uptake
PRO as standard surfactant when
spraying or drenching fungicides and
insecticides (except coppers and oils).

KleenGrow has proven to be an
important product in Dr. Alden’s plant
health protocol. He uses it for spot
spraying algae on propagation surfaces
that were not covered by overhead mist.

Dr. Alden has already identified other
areas where he wants to begin using Pace
products. One is to replace bleach with
Kleengrow for sanitizing tools and work
spaces. The other is for drip irrigation,
especially for crops sensitive to root

rots, such as Pieris, Arctostaphylos,
Rhododendron, etc.

It comes as no surprise that Dr. Alden
has kind words to share about Pace
Plant Health. “Beyond all the benefits
of the Pace products, the Pace team is
an absolute pleasure to work with. Joe
made it clear early on that he wanted to
see me succeed with his products; Joe’s
enthusiasm and sincerity made it very
easy to implement Pace products”
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To make Pace Plant Health products part
of your production protocol or for more
information, please visit www.pace49.com,
call 800-779-6211, or contact your regional
Pace Plant Health representative.



