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Controlling Diseases Caused by Tough Bacteria
Many bacterial diseases cause leaf spot 
and are somewhat easier to control/
prevent than others.  The really tough 
diseases to control are those caused by 
Erwinia (now called Dickeya and 
Pectobacterium - soft rot), fireblight 
(Erwinia amylovora) and sometimes 
Pseudomonas diseases.  Some of these 
diseases defy control with even products 
known to be effective on bacterial 
diseases of a wide variety of plants.  
KleenGrow has shown good control in 
some of these trials and could make 
good rotational products with other 
bactericides that may also be effective 
on soft rot, fireblight and Pseudomonas 
blight.   With these hard to control 
disease, always use products 
preventatively.  Once they start to show 
symptoms they are often impossible to 
stop.


Common hosts of Erwinia( 
Pectobacterium, Dickeya) 

• Chrysanthemum

• Cyclamen

• Dieffenbachia (can be systemic) 

and many other tropical foliage 
plants


• Orchids

• Poinsettia


Common hosts of fireblight 
• Apple

• Cotoneaster

• Crabapple

• Hawthorne

• Pear

• Pyracantha

• Quince


Common hosts of Pseudomonas 
• Aroids - like dieffenbachia and 

philodendron

• Asplenium

• Chrysanthemum

• Coreopsis

• English ivy

• Hibiscus

• Lilac

• Salvia

• Tomato


Bactericides best for hard to control 
bacteria 

• Copper (Camelot O, Grotto, 
Kalmor and Phyton 27)


• Mancozeb (like Dithane)

• KleenGrow

• Streptomycin sulfate (like 

AgriMycin)


Control of Erwinia soft rot on Oncidium orchid - Chase.

Fireblight control on pear - Steddom, 
Texas A&M. 

Control of Pseudomonas blight 
on Lilac, Baysal-Gurel, TN 

State University. 
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